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While some of the images are still instinct with beauty, many
are not. The image of Kuan-Yin seated upon a lotus that
rears itself straight and graceful above a tumult of wild waves
is full of spiritual suggestion. The serene face, wonderfully
tender and yet tensely grave, with its closed eyes gazing into
infinity, is a picture of sublime tranquillity. In the droop
of the left arm is infinite love and mercifulness; in the uplift-
ed right arm with the raised fingers held together as in the
act of preaching is an indescribable holiness. The repose
of the crossed legs resting softly on the lotus, the ideally
pure countenance gazing stilly into eternity are all intended
to impress on us the beauty of holiness. The images are
the visible symbols of the invisible spiritual reality. The
intelligent Buddhists do not believe that the image is God
and the spiritually advanced do not need images or temples,
for they know that the temple is one's own heart.

By an easy and eager accommodation to the prevailing
animistic beliefs, gods and saints whom the common people
ignorantiy worship, have multiplied. The view of the
eternal is obscured and the vision of the people dulled. In
Chinese Buddhism we find emphasized, communion with the
divine in prayer, the rapture of God, the yearning to partake
of His moral and spiritual nature and share in His holiness.
The music of the bells and the drams and the chanting of
the hymns convey to the people the fact of religion, the real-
ity of the spiritual life. By visiting the temple and listen-
ing to the solemn music, any one, however low and degraded,
can catch a glimpse of the divine light, an intimation of a
higher life.

As in other parts of the world, here also religion has a
tendency to degenerate into mechanical repetition and for-
mal worship without inward piety. Outward piety and low
morality are often found together. There are light-minded
individuals who sin against grace in the hope that Amitabha
in his boundless mercy will save them. The monasteries
aie largely recruited from orphans who are left uncared
for. Naturally the Buddhist clergy are not strong in